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“EVERY student deserves a  
great education, not by 
chance, but by DESIGN.”

Dr. DouglasFisher
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The MSD Curriculum Review Cycle

*Establish Steering 
committee
*Perform Site visitations
*Create Needs 
Assessment
*Develop Curriculum 

*Identify Curriculum Writers
*Write using UbD template
*Identify materials to 
pilot/study
*Recommend approval of 
program

*Share pacing guides
*Implement w/Prof 
Development
*Create assessments

*Review implementation
*Examine student data
*Revise assessments
*Extend DI activities  

*Evaluate current program
*Monitor student 
performance
*Research Professional Lit.
*Prepare Stakeholder Survey



Appendix A: Text exemplars illustrating complexity, quality, and range of reading appropriateness 

Appendix B: Annotated samples of student writing at various grades

Reading 

Informational 

Text

Reading

Literature

Foundational Skills Writing Speaking & 

Listening
A necessary  

component of an 

effective, 

comprehensive 

reading program 

designed to develop 

proficient readers.

Enables students to 

read, understand, and 

respond to 

informational texts.

Enables students to 

read, understand, 

and respond to 

literature.

Develops the skills of 

informational, 

argumentative, and 

narrative writing as 

well as the ability to 

engage in evidence 

based analysis of text 

and research.

Focuses students 

on communication 

skills that enable 

critical listening and 

effective 

presentation of 

ideas.

PA Core Standards

English Language Arts & Literacy

PA Core – Reading and Writing for Science and Technical Subjects 6-12 

PA Core – Reading and Writing for History and Social Studies 6-12

ELA Standards 



Let’s find out what components come to 

the Wonders 2020 classroom!



Research Base and Ratings



https://www.edreports.org/reports/overview/wonders

https://www.edreports.org/reports/overview/wonders


Teacher Materials- Teacher Edition and Your Turn Practice

Grade K- 10 Units Grade 1- 6 Units Grade 2- 6 Units

Desk Copy 
Print/ Digital
Variety of ELA Practice

Grade 3- 6 Units Grade 4- 6 Units Grade 5-6 Units Grade 6-6 Units



Student Materials- Reading Writing Companion

Grade K- 10 Units Grade 1- 6 Units Grade 2- 3 double units

RWC
Interactive 

Consumable

Shared Read 
Close Reading  

Analytical 
Writing 

Genre Writing

Grade 3-3 double units

Grade 4-3 double units Grade 5 -3 double units Grade 6- 3 double units



Student Materials- Literature Anthology

Units 1-3- Soft-Bound Unitized 
Units 4-6- Hard-Bound

Grade K- Big Books

Grade 1 Grade 2

Anchor Text 
Paired Selection

Authentic Text

Grade 3

Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6



Decodable Readers K-2

decodable passages Kinder through 6th Grade with & take-home stories

Classroom Set- Decodable Readers- 6 per unit



1
1

OnApproaching BeyondELL

• same theme/concept
• Same essential question

• same phonics skill/HF words
• same vocabulary

Classroom Set - Fiction Leveled Readers- 6 per level



• same theme/concept
• Same essential question

• same phonics skill/HF words
• same vocabulary

Science &
Social Studies

Informational  
Texts:
Same Book /  
Different Levels!

Equity &
Access

Classroom Set- Non-Fiction Leveled Readers-6 per level

OnApproaching ELLBeyond



OVERVIEW

GRADE K GRADE 1 GRADE 2-6

10 Units of Instruction 6 Units of Instruction 6 Units of Instruction
(5 TEs)

3 Weeks per Unit
Review Week

(3 additional weeks)

6 Weeks per Unit
3 Genre Studies/Unit 

Weeks 1-5: New Instruction
Week 6:Review, Extend, Assess

6 Weeks per Unit 
Weeks 1-5: New Instruction

Week 6: Review,Extend, Assess

*Start Smart included 
in Unit 1 (Unit 0) *Start Smart Included in 

Unit 1 (Unit 0)
*Start Smart begins 

Unit 1 Week 1



What’s New in Wonders 2020…

• Grades K-1 5 Day Genre Study, focus on learning to read
• Grades 2-6 10 day Genre Study. Focus on connected texts
• Social and Emotional Learning- Sesame Workshop Collaboration K-1
• Foundational Skills Practice- Phonics Skill Trace
• Leveled Genre Passages
• New Interactive Student Edition- Reading Writing Companion
• Rich, Complex, Authentic Texts- Time for Reading, Analysis, and

Responding to the Text
• Expanded Genre Writing- Online Writer’s Notebook
• Practice Book
• 2020 Assessments- Progress Monitoring and Summative
• 2020 Data Dashboard- Recommendation, Activity, Skill and Progress 

Reports
• Teach It Your Way!



Listening

Speaking

Reading

Writing

Thinking

Changing

Wonders Workshop

PA Core 
Standards for 

ELA



Foundational 
Skills/Word Work

Interactive 
Read Aloud

Shared & Close  
Reading

Small Group 

Guided Reading

Independent  
Choice

Writing 
Workshop

Wonders Workshop



Ido…

We do…

You do together… 

You do alone…

Gradual Release of Responsibility



Daily 
Review

Daily review to build fluency.

Minilesson
Daily whole group and small group instruction.

Progress  
Check

Daily progress monitoring informs reteaching.

Daily, Explicit, Systematic Foundational Skills

Initial Consonants
Short 

Vowels

Consonant  
Blends & 
Digraphs

Long Vowels
Vowel 

Digraphs
R-Controlled  

Vowels
Diphthongs

Variant  
Vowels

Silent Letters 
& 3-Letter 

Blends

PHONICS SKILL TRACE

Dr. Donald Bear

NOT a Letter of the Week Resource



Clear, Concise, Powerful Routines

Dr.DouglasFisher

Compare DOK –
Wonders Teaches the 
HOW of Close Reading



Reading/Writing Companion



Author’s

Reread



Writing Workshop
Writing and Grammar Grades K-1



Online Writer’sNotebook



TAB

Writing Workshop
Writing and Grammar Grades 2-6

PublishEditReviseDraft

WRITING PROCESS

Expert Model Plan



F&P Range of
Levels

120 books
6 copies/book
720 books/teacher

Small Group & Guided Reading



Guided Reading Reimagined



Customizable Assessment CHOICE

 Flexible Print or Digital Format

 Placement/Diagnostic
• Letter Naming, Phonics Screeners, Spelling  

Inventory, Oral Reading Fluency, Comprehension

 Formative/Progress Monitoring
• K:Phonics/HFW
• 1st:Weekly Cold Reads
• 2nd -5th Bi-weekly Cold Reads

 Summative
• End-of-Unit (Cold Reads)
• Benchmark



Built-InTier 2  
Intervention Built-In 

Enrichment



A daily, dedicated block of time during which students are pulled for many supports and services. No new

instruction occurs; students remaining in class receive additional differentiated instruction that extends 

teaching of the core curriculum. Small group instruction, remediation, extra practice, and extension activities 

should take place during this block. Follows the MTSS model: Core Plus More, Strengthen the Core!!!!

Reading Support Services, Speech, Instrumental, and ELD may use this time to meet with students. Pullouts 

will primarily occur during PIE time, however, students may also be pulled from special, Science/Social 

Studies and lunch, as needed.

What takes place during the PIE block?

Practice:

• Allows for a more deliberate pace of learning

• Allows for more opportunities for direct instruction or practice of skills

• Allows for activities or products that are more structured or more concrete, with fewer steps.

Intervention:

• Allows for individualized pacing in order to maximize learning

• Allows for more intensive and individualized interventions to master skills

• Allows for modeling of activities or products that are highly structured with fewer steps

Extension:

• Allows for a brisker pace of work, or a slower pace to allow for greater depth of 

exploration of a topic

• Allows students to skip practice with previously mastered skills and understandings

• Allows for activities and products that are more complex, open-ended, abstract, and 

multi-faceted

P.I.E. Time (Practice, Intervention, Extension)



Next steps…

• Professional Development with McGraw-Hill for pilot teachers on March 15th

• Share recommendations for Wonders adoption to Board of School Directors 
on 3/22 with Final Approval on 4/26

• Public Review of new Wonders resources from 3/23-4/22
• Planning session with pilot teachers prior to the May 17th In-service
• All Elementary K-5 teachers will receive Wonders Teachers Manual for 5/17
• Wonderworks for Special Education teachers will also be included for support
• Summer MIAC offerings and time for teachers in the summer for “Open Office 

Hours” to meet with Curriculum Office to answer specific questions
• Professional Development sessions in August 2022 for additional training
• Ongoing PD during morning and established in-service days 




